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Sharing the love of Jesus with a hurting world

A Cross-Eyed Thank You

By Pastor James

Growing up in alarge
family usually meant being
alittle mischievous at

Jl times. Often my brothers
and | would think of great
ways to get under the skin
of our sisters. One such
way was for usto make
faces at them when Mom
and Dad weren’t |ook-
ing. We soon learned that
this especially bothered
our sisters when we were in the car together on
trips to and from town. On one such trip, |
placed my index fingers on either side of my
mouth, stuck out my tongue and looked cross-
eyed at my sister. The only problem was that |
didn’t know that my mother was looking at me
through the rear-view window. When she saw
the face that | had made, she quickly quipped, as
most parents at some point have, “ Stop that, or
your face is going to get stuck like that forever.”

I know her comment was meant to curb my
inappropriate behaviour, but perhaps being cross-
eyed isnot that bad of athing. Lent is often re-
ferred to asajourney, and in many waysitisa
summary of our lives as Christians. Itisajour-
ney where we see Jesus venturing through the
garden of Gethsemane, up to the cross high on
Calvary’shill and triumphantly breaking forth
from the tomb in His glorious resurrection. For
us, as redeemed Christians, our focal point be-
comes the cross upon which the Prince of Peace
demonstrated His great love for all of human-
ity. So again, maybe being “cross-eyed” is not
that bad of athing.

As our gaze is fixed upon the cross, we see
God' s abundant mercies and blessing in our
lives. Blessingsthat are far too many to count,
let alone to articulate here. Among the many
blessingsin my lifeareal of you. Itissucha
great privilege to be called and to serve here at
Bethel. My family and | are so thankful to be
ableto be a part of this community. Thank you
for your love, support, caring, and prayers. We
were also blessed by al of the thought, work and
effort that went into making the installation ser-
vice and fellowship as memorable as it was. Both
my family and | join in expressing the words that
St Paul wrote to the church in Rome when he
said, “I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all
of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all the
world.” (Romans 1:8). Your kindness and sup-
port for ustruly demonstrate God’ s love and
mercy working in you. Thank you!
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“And God saw :
everything that He had
made, and behold, it was
very good.” i
~Genesis 1:3! :

!

Environmental
Stewar dship

By Pastor Marv

As apeople of faith we are environmental
stewards. Theologically this flows from our
belief that God is creator and owner of this
earth....and that he has entrusted its on-going
care to us.

April 22 is Earth Day. With the advent of
spring, our hearts and minds turn to the outdoors.
Spring and summer provide us a multitude of op-
portunities not only to enjoy our “earth” but also
to carefor it. At Bethel this spring we plan to do
some clean up in our neighborhood....plus, we
are going to organize a day to do some landscap-
ing, including the planting of flowers, shrubs and
trees. What are you going to do at your place and
in your neighborhood?

| know that there are a variety of waysto
celebrate Earth Day (not merely on April 22 but
throughout the spring and summer). Some activi-
ties are clean up your neighborhood; plant flow-
ers, shrubs and trees; plant a vegetable garden;
clean out and recycle toxic materials such as
paint, oil, and fuels; compost refuse; reduce the
amount of garbage from the household; recycle
as much as possible; enjoy the outdoors hiking
and camping — and not picking the wild flowers.

Thisisagood opportunity for parentsto
teach their children the responsibility of environ-
mental stewardship. What are you going to do
this spring and summer to care for the environ-
ment?
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Confirmation Service
Saturday, April 18

By Michael Gillingham

Confirmation isaspecial day inthelife of a
L utheran young person, as they have the opportu-
nity to publicly declare their faith in the God who
has created them, called them, redeemed them,
and filled them with faith and the Holy Spirit.
Most young people at Bethel begin Confirmation
in Grade 7. They meet weekly for classes on the
Bible, Luther's Small Catechism and church his-
tory. During class, there's time to pray, to review
memory work, to study the Bible, and to sharein
small-group discussions. Most young people at
Bethel attend the classes for three years. At Be-
thel, we're also blessed to have some very inter-
ested and involved parents who also attend
classes with their young people. Many parents
share that they appreciate the review and even the
new things they learn along with their young peo-
ple. In addition to weekly classes, our confirma-
tion students are encouraged to attend worship,
Junior High youth events, confirmation retreats,
and servant events.

Thisyear, we have 21 young people who will
be confirmed in their Christian faith. The Confir-
mation service is planned for Saturday, April 18
at 3:00 p.m. here at Bethel. Consider yourself in-
vited as we gather to celebrate God's gifts of life,
faith and forgivenessin Jesus. Please pray for the
confirmands and their families as they celebrate
this special milestone in alifelong journey of
learning about God and following Him.

& Confirmation 2009
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“Common Roots” The Friesens present original Christian music
By Connie Bromley in a variety of musical styles, pointing the listener

to the joy and hope of life with God. Using in-

As | was searching for a title to pull together struments and voices, their music appeals to all
the three groups which will perform at Bethel on ages and walks of life. Members of a Mennonite
April 19, | happened to look at the website for thechurch in Edmonton, thériesen Family Band
Friesen Family Band.On their website there is a has presented concerts to churches and schools
beautiful old tree, with several trunks (apparently throughout western Canada. Be prepared to be
it is in Sherwood Park at the Mennonite church inspired by the incredible talent in this family.
based community garden). The thought came to You can learn more about them at their website
me that all three groups have the love of music inmww.friesenfamilyband.com.
common, and for the most part, all three groups
perform mostly sacred music. The theme of
“Common Roots” came to mind. For the con-
cert, each group will present-30 minutes of
music, and with the variety of styles, there should
be something for everyone.

The Concordia Community Chorusis just
what its name implies a choir which offers an
opportunity for community members to sing. It

was begun at
Concordia Col-
lege in 1985 by

TheJosephburg Men’s Chorus directed by professor
Greg Jeffrey (a Gordon Hafso,
former Concor- and remains a
dia student), is nonauditioned
comprised of a group. The size
group of 20 men ranges from
who love to sing. 120-160 voices.

Established in The group is presently conducted by Dr. Joy

1979, the original Berg, (Joy has not only played organ for services

group of ten men here at Bethel, but last December also presented a
sang in local churches, seniors’ residences, three week series on the history of music in the
schools and community halls. As time has church during our Sunday morning church school
passed, the Chorus has traveled farther than the hour). In the summer of 2005, the Community
local area. This year, by the time they sing at Be-Chorus had the privilege of singing at Carnegie
thel on April 19, thelosephburg Men’s Chorus  Hall in New York under the direction of Richard
will have just completed a tour of Alberta. Their Sparks (conductor of Pro Coro Canada). This
music ranges from classical and gospel to show summer, many of the singers from the Chorus
tunes and old favourites. The members of the  have accepted an invitation to sing in a Haydn

Chorus come from all walks of life, and, ironi-  Festival in Austria, and will travel and sing in the
cally, not one of the members actually resides in cities of Vienna, Salzburg and Innsbruck. This
Josephburg! group of 60 singers is the group which will sing
The Eriesen at Bethel on ApriI.19, singing repertoire that they
. . will perform on this tour.
Family Band is a
husband (Chris) The concert on April 10will begin at 7 p.m.
and wife (Louise) and there will be no admission charge. There will
with a family of 5 be no intermission in the concert, and goodies
children. The will be served following the concert by the Recy-
youngest member cled Teens, WWF, and the Blended Choir. We
of the band is a hope that you will mark your calendars to come
toddler of less and enjoy a wonderful evening of music here at
than two years. Bethel.
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